
National Curriculum Skills

English Communicate clearly and confidently, expressing opinions and adapting talk to 
  audience and purpose using appropriate gesture, intonation and register in order to 
  engage the listener.

Learning Intention

• Learn to evaluate their own and other people’s opinions in an enjoyable way.

Points of View

Activity Outline

Discuss problems that the children are aware of in their locality.

Introduce the scenario - show the ‘newspaper cutting’

Discuss with children, what they think should happen.

Brainstorm arguments for and against the development.

Introduce the different points of view.

You could act out role plays within groups of 4/5.

What about using the opinions to develop ideas for persuasive writing or poster writing?

Resources

Newspaper cutting.

Character opinions.
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Lesson Outline

• Draw everyone’s attention to the newspaper report.

• Discuss the proposal

• Ask what do they think?

• Discuss the pupils’ ideas, noting down any interesting thoughts.

• Read the character opinions with the pupils.

• You could set the class into groups and role play a town meeting.

• You could set the class into groups and ask each group to discus what they believe.

• Encourage the pupils to draw up an action plan to solve the issue, what would they write 

to each character?  What would they say?

Points of view

Do you agree?What do you think?

Where would you start? What plans would you 
put in place?



Something to Ponder!
Schools are going to be unhappy with new guidelines recommending 
that no new ponds should be built, and those that schools enjoy at the 
moment should be filled in. The guidelines came as part of a new 
health and safety initiative from the Accident Prevention Agency who, 
it seems, fear an increase in law suits from any parents unhappy with 
their child being injured while enjoying their local school pond.  
“Schools should be covering the curriculum in other ways. School 
ponds are an accident waiting to happen. It’s only a matter of time.” 
said Mr Fairhurst, a health and safety expert. The Headteacher of a 
local Primary school responded “Our children are not allowed to go 
out to play and enjoy the wildlife around them anymore.  I hope that 
the agency will rethink their ideas”. Conservation organisations 
expressed their disappointment at the news “there is no reason why 
ponds cannot be a safe place for children and wildlife. If these ponds 
are filled in, a huge variety of interesting creatures and plants will lose 
their homes”.

It looks likely that further guidelines will be released in the near future, 
suggesting that other, smaller ponds throughout the county should 
also be filled in.
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Task

Target Skill
Compose writing that informs and persuades by using a variety of persuasive devices.

Confident Attempted Unsure

Have I consulted a variety of resources to 
find example of persuasive devices?   
(books, magazines, posters)

Have I used what I found out about 
persuasive language in my writing?

Have I used any persuasive devices?

Which persuasive devices have I used?
Make a list here:

Have I included facts about the proposal?

Have I included people s opinions?

Does my poster or letter inform and 
persuade?

Have I included striking images?

Assessment Sheet


